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March 5, 2009 @ 8:08 a.m
 ADVISORY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES 

of

February 18, 2009
A meeting of the Advisory & Finance Committee was held on Wednesday, February 18, 2009.  The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, William Driscoll at 7:30 p.m. and was conducted Mayflower II meeting room at Plymouth Town Hall, 11 Lincoln Street, Plymouth, Massachusetts.

PRESENT
Ten members of the Committee were present: 

William Driscoll, Mathew Muratore,  James Sweeney, Christopher Merrill, Cornelius Bakker, Michael Vernazzaro, Larry Rubin, Patricia Whalen, Dottie Gay and Christopher Morse.  
ABSENT
Four members of the Committee were absent:


John Moody, Peter McMahon, Robert Nassau, Linda Benezra.
AGENDA ITEMS: ANNUAL & SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT ARTICLE HEARINGS:
ATM - Article 16A- Community Preservation – Reservations/Reserves & Administrative Budget & Budgeted Reserves 
William Keohan chair of the Community Preservation Committee, presented information regarding the Community Preservation Annual Reserves for FY2010.  


Housing 10% Reservation $217,814


Historic 10% Reservation $217,814


Open Space 10% Reservation $217,814


Administrative 4% Reservation $87,126


Budgeted Reserve $1,437,574
Cornelius Bakker moved to approve as presented. 

Mathew Muratore, second.  The motion carries unanimously.  
AGENDA ITEMS: ANNUAL & SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT ARTICLE HEARINGS:

ATM - Article 16B -Community Preservation- Debt service for the Center Hill Preserve

William Keohan chair of the Community Preservation Committee, presented information regarding Article 16 B- Debt Service for the Center Hill Preserve.  Mr. Keohan asked that the Committee recommend an appropriation from the Community Preservation Fund FY 2010 estimated annual revenues for $323,750.00 to be used for the payment of debt service for the Center Hill Preserve.  The acquisition was authorized under Article 9F of the October 2005 Fall Town Meeting and Article 10 of the May 2006 Special Town Meeting.

Christopher Merrill moved to approve as presented. 

Christopher Morse, second.  The motion carries unanimously.  
STM –Article 8- Amend Alarm System Violation & Penalties

Melissa Arrighi, Acting Town Manager presented information regarding STM Article 8.  Ms. Arrighi stated the Selectmen requested that the Police Chief review General Bylaw Chapter 14, Alarm System, and to determine methods to ensure that businesses received notification of any alarm in a responsive, but not disruptive, manner. 

Ms. Arrighi stated that under the current Bylaw, a police officer would notify the alarm user of any violation either by certified mail or by service in hand.  The service in hand provision could be construed, by some businesses, as somewhat distressful.  

In reviewing the bylaw, the Police Chief felt that changes to the notification procedure could be accommodated.  In his opinion, staff could be better utilized by having them remain on patrol and not hand deliver notifications.  In discussions with the Selectmen, Chief Botieri recommended that any violations notice be sent through regular mail.  If the regular mail did not successfully resolve the issue, a certified mailing would follow.  

In addition, it was also recommended that the Violations and Penalties have a time limit (per calendar year).  Currently that is not reflected in the bylaw.  However, in conversations with Town Clerk Laurence Pizer, it should be noted that in 1989 the word ‘annual’ in reference to violations was present.  In 1999, when the Town paid a codification company to research each bylaw and add the history of changes, the word “annually” was excluded from the bylaw.  We are recommending that it be placed back in the bylaw for clarification purposes.

Ms. Arrighi indicated the fees are general fund revenue and the years to date collections are approximately $26,000.
AGENDA ITEMS: ANNUAL & SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT ARTICLE HEARINGS:
STM –Article 8- Amend Alarm System Violation & Penalties-continued.
Patricia Whalen inquired about the time in which payment of the fine is due, noting there was no language in the bylaw making it weak.  Ms Arrighi indicated the time in which payment of the fine is due is indicated on the violation notice. 

Larry Rubin moved to approve as presented. 

James Sweeney, second.  The motion carries unanimously.  
ATM - Article 19 Amend Water By-Law
David Gould, Acting DPW Superintendent presented information to the Committee regarding Article 19.  Mr. Gould indicated that after a periodic review of the local Water By-Law and discussions with neighboring water departments, it has been determined that Plymouth’s by-law needed to be updated to expand the definition of Water Division property that may not be operated by people outside the Water Division.  This change will allow the Town to protect the water system from outsiders tampering with town property.

The new language specifically bans the operation of curb stops, corporation valves, and gate valves that are the property of the Town of Plymouth Water Division.  In addition, it sets the same penalty previously set forth for the illegal operation of fire a hydrant at $200 per episode.

Michael Vernazzaro moved to approve as presented. 

James Sweeney, second.  The motion carries unanimously.  
STM – Article 12-NSTAR Electric Easement – 100 Samoset Street-Crematory

Sid Kashi, Town Engineer presented information to the Committee regarding STM Article 12.  Mr. Kashi stated that in order to move forward with providing Electric and Telecommunication Services to the Crematory, the next step in this process is to grant an Easement. 

Mathew Muratore moved to approve as presented. 

Christopher Morse, second.  The motion carries unanimously.  
AGENDA ITEMS: ANNUAL & SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT ARTICLE HEARINGS:
STM –Article 17-Transfer land Plat 77A, Lot 97 for layout/const of Hollywood East Access Rd 

Sid Kashi, Town Engineer presented information to the Committee regarding STM Article 17.  Mr. Kashi indicated the proposed Layout of Campus and Rock Studio Drives as described in "Article 18" would also involve using certain portions of Town-Owned Land to satisfy a specific need.  According to Massachusetts General Laws (MGL) Chapter 40, Section 15A, when a change in use of Town-Owned Land is anticipated, Town Meeting action should be taken to satisfy what particular use is intended for that parcel of land.  This is only a "Bookkeeping" consideration, but to avoid any future legal problems, we should take this action now.

There are certain portions of the parcel involved, which is shown on Assessors Map as Plat 77A, Lot 7.  The Town now holds this lot in General Use.  Even though a Public School Facility has occupied Lot 7, we can not find any record to indicate that this lot has ever been designated for any specific use, therefore, it is technically held under "Care, Custody, Management, and Control" of the Board of Selectmen for General Municipal Use.

This Article asks Town Meeting approve the transfer of the use of certain portions of this parcel from General Use to Highway Purpose Use.  These certain portions of parcel will then be integrated into Campus and Rock Studio Drives Layout.

Michael Vernazzaro inquired about continuing the easement down to Long Pond Road and providing a dedicated lane to Long Pond Road to accommodate increasing traffic.  Sid Kashi said, “At this point the plan is just a concept.” 
James Sweeney moved to approve as presented. 

Mathew Muratore, second.  The motion carries unanimously.  
STM –Article 18 -Accept as a Town way - Hollywood East Access Road 
Sid Kashi, Town Engineer presented information to the Committee regarding STM Article 18.  Mr. Kashi indicated the Plymouth Rock Studios has proposed to construct a State-of-the-Art Movies and Entertainment Production Complex on the site of the existing Waverly Oaks Golf Club in Plymouth.

The primary access to Plymouth Rock Studios will be provided via a new roadway that will connect the site directly to Clark Road off Exit 3 from the State Highway.  This roadway will be located within town owned land.  The new roadway will also provide a second access to the Plymouth South High School.  The purpose of the Article is to Layout, and accepts these access roads as Town Ways.

AGENDA ITEMS: ANNUAL & SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT ARTICLE HEARINGS:
STM –Article 18 -Accept as a Town way - Hollywood East Access Road-continued. 
Patricia Whalen inquired about an appropriation for expenses.  Mr. Kashi said Plymouth Rock Studios would pay for the costs.   

Mathew Muratore asked who has approved this design prior to it coming before the Advisory & Finance Committee.  Mr. Kashi indicated the Advisory & Finance Committee is the first.  Bill Wynn of Plymouth Rock Studios indicated the Advisory & Finance Committee is the first due to their deadline in presenting information to Town Meeting.
Mr. Wynn also explained how traffic would flow into the Studio access road.  He added Plymouth Rock Studios has had countless meetings with the neighborhood, planning board and the State Highway department in order to present a plan that is acceptable by everyone.  Mr. Wynn said the Plymouth Rock Studios would fund the cost for the road, peer review, and legal review.  
Mr. Muratore was concerned with the traffic heading from Clark Road to Long Pond Road south towards Cedarville.  Kevin O’Reilly said the Roundabout was approved with the River Run project and the Studio has tried to improve upon it. 
Mathew Muratore moved to approve as presented. 

Christopher Merrill, second.  The motion carries unanimously.  
STM –Article 19 -Layout alteration on Clark Road, roundabout, construction, & widening

Sid Kashi, Town Engineer presented information to the Committee regarding STM Article 19.  Mr. Kashi indicated the purpose of the Article is to provide Layout Alteration on Clark Road in conjunction with roundabout construction and road widening.

As part of the Plymouth Rock Studios Access Road, there will be a need to widen the existing roadway, and to build a modern roundabout.
Larry Rubin moved to approve as presented. 

Cornelius Bakker, second.  The motion carries unanimously.  
ADJOURNMENT
Cornelius Bakker moved for adjournment.

Mathew Muratore, second.  The motion for adjournment carries unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela L. Borgatti
3

